What happens with the information I provide?

All of the information you provide in the questionnaires, interviews and focus groups will remain confidential.  The information will be used in the PhD thesis and possibly other publications.  I might use some quotes from questionnaires and interviews, but all published information will remain anonymous and it will not be possible to identify you.  Recordings of the interviews will be destroyed once they have been transcribed into a written format.  When the interviews have been transcribed, they will be returned to you to check that the information accurately reflects your views.  

What happens if I change my mind about taking part in the research?
You can decide to withdraw from this study at any point during the research.  This is entirely your decision and you will not be asked to give a reason.  In this case, none of the information provided by you will be used in the research.
How do I get involved? 
There are a number of ways you can let me know that you are interested in taking part in this research.  You can:

1. complete the reply slip below and return it to the address provided,
2. phone me, 

3. email me or

4. contact me through the website: 3Dscanresearch.com.

Once you have contacted me, I can give you more information about this study.  I am also happy to answer any questions you have before you decide to take part.

By participating in this research you will help to contribute to our understanding of the emotional impact of 3D scans.  Thank you for taking the time to read this information sheet.
My contact details:
Franziska Wadephul

Faculty of Health & Social Care

Dearne Building

University of Hull

FREEPOST HU5 88

Hull   HU6 7BR

Telephone: 07775 276315
Email: F.Wadephul@2009.hull.ac.uk
Website:  www.3Dscanresearch.com
If you are dissatisfied with your participation in this study or would like to make a complaint about any aspect of it, please contact the Dean, Faculty of Health and Social Care, University of Hull, 01482 464581.
Name: 

I am interested in this study.  Please contact me by:

Telephone: 
Email:

Would you prefer me to contact you by phone or email?  

When would be a good time to contact you by phone? 
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An invitation to take part 
in research:

The impact of three-dimensional ultrasound scans in pregnancy
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If you are planning to have a three-dimensional ultrasound scan at a private clinic, you might be interested in taking part in this research.
I would like to invite you to take part in my research study. Before you decide, I would like you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve for you. This leaflet explains what the research is about.  If you would like further information, please contact me.  

What is the purpose of the study? 
This study explores the emotional impact of three- and four-dimensional ultrasounds scans during pregnancy.  Three-dimensional scans are a relatively recent development which show the baby in the womb in three dimensions.  Four-dimensional scans add the dimension of time: you are able to watch a video of the baby in the womb.  Over the last few years, private clinics have increasingly offered these kinds of scans to expectant parents.
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There has been a lot of research into the psychological effect of conventional ultrasound scans on pregnant women and their partners, particularly with respect to anxiety and bonding with the baby.  However, up to now there has been no research into the effect of private three- and four-dimensional scans.  I am interested in finding out how these scans affect parents’ feelings about their baby and what influence they might have on anxiety and parents’ sense of control.  

Who is doing the research? 
This study is carried out as part of a PhD study in the Faculty of Health and Social Care at the University of Hull. 
Who can take part in this study?

For this study, I am looking for pregnant women and expectant fathers (not necessarily couples!) who are planning to have a three-dimensional scan at a private clinic.  Involvement in this study would begin after the ‘anomaly scan’ (usually around 20 weeks) but before the 3D scan.  
What does the study involve? 
There are several different parts to this study: questionnaires, interviews and focus groups.  If you decide to join this study, you do not need to agree to do all three.

The questionnaires will be sent to you at three different times: (1) after the ‘anomaly scan’ but before the private scan, (2) just after the private scan and (3) several weeks later, but before the birth of your baby.  Each questionnaire will take about 20 to 30 minutes to complete.  

I am also looking for people to take part in interviews.  The first interview would take place before the private scan, one just after the scan, and another a few weeks later.  The interview just after the scan would be a brief telephone interview, the other two interviews would be more in-depth and last about an hour or so.  They will be informal and friendly.  There are no right or wrong answers!  The interviews would be recorded to allow for all your valuable information to be processed and analysed thoroughly after the interview. 

After the birth of your baby you can also take part in a focus group.  This would take place at least 6 weeks after the birth and would involve taking part in a group discussion with other new parents.  I am planning to hold two separate focus groups, one for men and one for women.  Like the interviews, the focus group would be informal and friendly.  The discussions would also be recorded.
If you decide to take part in this research you do not need to agree to complete the questionnaires and do the interviews and focus groups. You could do all three, or you could choose to do either the questionnaires or the interviews, and then possibly take part in the focus group if you want to.  This is entirely up to you. 






